
The European Union’s AI Act is a comprehensive new law that establishes uniform rules 
to address potential AI risks to health, safety, and fundamental rights.

What is the EU AI Act?

The EU AI Act has global impact beyond the EU, 
affecting companies worldwide that sell AI products 

in the EU or have AI outputs used there.

The EU AI Act adopts a risk-based approach 
to the regulation of AI systems and models.
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The EU AI Act: A Microsoft Overview

The EU AI Act enforcement timeline is staggered
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range of distinct tasks 
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Prohibited practices, 
AI Literacy

Effective

February 2, 2025

GPAI models, including
those with systemic risk

Effective

August 2, 2025

High-risk Al systems, 
Transparency obligations

Effective

August 2, 2026

Our approach to the EU AI Act

60+ related 
regulatory efforts

Policy engagement

Microsoft is collaborating with the EU AI Office and 
Member State authorities, sharing insights, addressing 
open questions, and advocating for practical solutions.

Internal preparation

AI governance, engineering, legal, and policy experts 
collaborate to update internal standards and practices, 

and ensure technology readiness.

Establish cross-functional 
working groups

Customer support

Microsoft is committed to sharing our compliance 
journey and helping customers continue to 
innovate and meet EU AI Act obligations. 

Innovation & 
compliance

How you can prepare

Evaluate your AI use cases to understand how the AI Act applies and seek legal guidance.

Review the EU AI Act to understand its 
impact on your role, models, and systems.

Prepare your framework to meet the AI Act's 
requirements for responsible AI development 

and deployment, if applicable.

Engage with policymakers and industry groups to 
track evolving requirements as new regulations and 

guidelines are introduced.

Understand your AI footprint 
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Review your AI governance
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Engage in regulatory process
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Customer resources

Trustworthy AI is only possible when you combine policy commitments with product capabilities.

Commitments Capabilities

6
AI Principles

Responsible AI
Transparency Report

33
Transparency notes

Since 2019, we’ve shared transparency notes 
detailing the capabilities and limits of our AI 
tools to support deployers of Microsoft AI.

How we build solutions, support our customers, 
and grow in our responsible AI journey.

AI Impact 
Assessment template

Helps customers ensure the safe and 
trustworthy use of AI systems.

Use generative AI guardrails to detect and 
mitigate harmful inputs and outputs.

Azure AI
Content Safety

Access curated AI models and responsible AI tools, 
to evaluate and monitor your AI systems for 

harmful or low-quality content.

Azure AI 
Foundry

Build with OpenAI models leveraging built-in safety 
tools like content filtering, system messages, and 

monitoring for responsible innovation.

Azure OpenAI 
Service

Streamline compliance and reduce risk with an 
extensive library of assessment templates, 

including one for the EU AI Act.

Microsoft 
Purview

Microsoft’s six AI principles are designed to ensure 
the responsible development and use of AI 
technologies. These principles are: Fairness, 

Reliability & Safety, Privacy & Security, 
Inclusiveness, Transparency, Accountability.

Explore Microsoft’s EU AI Act resources

Stay up to date as we continue to add resources on Trust Center aka.ms/EUAIAct
The information provided is intended for informational purposes, does not constitute legal guidance, and should not be viewed as a complete statement of the requirements of the law, 

nor the actions necessary to comply with any requirements of the law. Please consult with a legal professional for legal advice tailored to your specific circumstances.

Microsoft’s leadership in AI governance

Since 2016, Microsoft has led in AI governance, building the foundation for EU AI Act compliance.
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aka.ms/EUAIAct

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/trust-center/compliance/compliance-overview

